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hackAIR 
Open technology platform

Collect, access and improve air quality information in Europe
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European Environment Agency, Air Quality in Europe (2014)
Photo: Patrick Kovarik, AFP, Getty Images

In 2011, 458.000 premature deaths in Europe were 
attributed to particulate matter in the air.
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Air pollution: invisible but dangerous

Up to a third of Europeans living in cities are exposed to air pollutant 
levels exceeding EU air quality standards. 

Around 88% of the urban population is exposed to excessive 
Particulate Matter (PM10) levels and other pollutants deemed 
damaging to health by the World Health Organization (WHO) 
guidelines.

EU reference value: PM10: 50˃ƎκƳ3 (daily average)
WHO air quality guidelines: 20˃ƎκƳ3 (annual average)
Source: European Environment Agency, Air Quality in Europe (2015)

EU limit values WHO guidelines

EU urban population exposed to harmful levels of air pollution, according to:

PM10
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ά5ŜǎǇƛǘŜ continuous improvements in recent decades, air 
pollution is still affecting the general health of Europeans, 

reducing their quality of life and life ŜȄǇŜŎǘŀƴŎȅΦέ
Hans Bruyninckx, Executive Director European Environment Agency, EEA
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Increasing citizensõ engagement on 
air quality

ÅAir pollution is the single 
environmental issue Europeans 
worry about the most (56%)1

ÅNearly six out of ten Europeans do 
not feel informed about air quality 
issues in their country (59%)2

1 Eurobarometer, Attitudes of European citizens towards the environment, (2014)
2 Eurobarometer, Attitudes of Europeans towards air quality, (2013)
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We need better information

To provide useful estimates of air 
quality, we need to:

Fill gaps in areas where distances 
between sites may be large;

Improve access to data across many 
sources;

Provide up to date air quality 
information.

Selected PM10 values, 2004 (from EEA 2015)
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Time to be proactive

Photo: Austin Ban, Unsplash

Individually: protecting our health & the environment

Collectively: triggering policy change & 
encouragingbehavioralchangetowards cleaner air
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Weare takingup the 
challenge to launch 
the hackAIR project!

hackAIR is all about 
awareness and behavioral 
change: taking care of our 
health and of the earth. 

6 partners, 5 European countries

Joining the movement to improve air quality data in Europe
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